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JGB Active Daycare Funding Policy

JGB Active Daycare Ltd is committed to providing eligible children with access to government-funded early education and childcare in accordance with the requirements of the Department for Education and West Northamptonshire Council (WNC).
We aim to ensure that funded places are offered fairly, transparently and consistently and that parents and carers understand which hours are government funded and which additional services or hours may incur a charge.
Government-funded early education and childcare hours are provided free at the point of delivery. Parents will not be charged a fee for the funded childcare hours claimed on behalf of their child.
2. Funded Early Education and Childcare Entitlements
Depending upon the child's age and family circumstances, children may be eligible for government-funded early education and childcare.
This may include:
· Funded childcare for eligible children from 9 months old.
· Funded childcare for eligible 2-year-olds receiving additional forms of government support.
· Universal Entitlement for all eligible 3 and 4-year-olds.
· Working Parent Entitlement for eligible families.
From September 2025, eligible working families may receive up to 30 hours per week over 38 weeks, equivalent to a maximum of 1,140 funded hours per year, subject to government eligibility requirements.
The Universal Entitlement for 3 and 4-year-olds provides up to 15 hours per week over 38 weeks, equivalent to 570 hours per year.
Eligibility, the number of hours available and the date from which funding can commence will be determined in accordance with government and West Northamptonshire Council requirements.
3. Stretched Funding
JGB Active Daycare operates throughout the majority of the year offer parents of children aged 9 months – 3 years  stretch their annual funded entitlement across 51 weeks of the year.
Where funding is stretched, the child's annual entitlement does not increase. Instead, the available funded hours are divided across a greater number of weeks.
For example, an entitlement of 570 or 1,140 annual hours will be distributed across the setting's operating year, resulting in 11 funded hours being available each week than would be available if the entitlement was taken over 38 weeks.
Parents will be informed of the funded hours available to them under the setting's stretched funding arrangement.
The exact number of funded hours available may vary according to the number of weeks the nursery is open, the child's eligibility and the point within the funding year at which the child becomes eligible or joins the setting.
4. Funding Blocks
West Northamptonshire Council operates three funding blocks:
· Autumn: 1 September to 31 December
· Spring: 1 January to 31 March
· Summer: 1 April to 31 August
Eligibility for funded childcare will be determined in accordance with the child's date of birth, eligibility criteria and the relevant funding block.
5. Working Parent Eligibility Codes
Parents accessing the Working Parent Entitlement are responsible for obtaining a valid eligibility code and reconfirming their eligibility when required by HMRC.
To find out if you are eligible and to check entitlements go to: www.beststartinlife.gov.uk 
JGB Active Daycare will validate the eligibility code before the funded place begins.
Parents are responsible for reconfirming their eligibility within the required timeframe. The nursery may remind parents when their eligibility is approaching its reconfirmation date.
Where a code is obtained too late to qualify for a particular funding block, the nursery cannot claim funding retrospectively unless this is permitted by West Northamptonshire Council.
6. Parent/Carer Declaration
Before funded childcare can be claimed, parents/carers must complete the required West Northamptonshire Council Parent/Carer Declaration.
Parents must provide accurate information regarding:
· their child's details;
· their own details;
· the funded entitlement being claimed;
· the number of funded hours being claimed at JGB Active Daycare;
· any funded hours being claimed with another childcare provider; and
· any other information required by West Northamptonshire Council.
Parents/carers will be required to review and re-sign the declaration at the beginning of each funding block.
Parents must inform the nursery immediately if their circumstances or funding arrangements change.
7. Sharing Funding Between Providers
Parents may choose to split their child's funded entitlement between childcare providers, subject to the rules set by West Northamptonshire Council.
Parents must tell JGB Active Daycare about any funded hours being claimed elsewhere so that the total number of hours claimed does not exceed the child's entitlement.
JGB Active Daycare will only claim the hours agreed with the parent/carer and recorded on the Parent/Carer Declaration.
8. Funded Hours Are Free
Parents will not be charged for the early education and childcare hours that JGB Active Daycare claims as government-funded hours.
Funded hours will not be artificially reduced or subject to a compulsory fee as a condition of accessing the child's funded entitlement.
Any charges for additional hours, food, consumables, additional activities or services will be clearly identified separately from the child's funded childcare hours.
9. Additional Hours
Parents may choose to purchase childcare hours that are outside their child's funded entitlement.
These hours are private childcare hours and will be charged at JGB Active Daycare's current private childcare rate.
8am-9am - £10.50
3pm-4:30pm - £16.50
Parents will be informed of the applicable rate before agreeing to purchase additional childcare.
Funded hours and privately purchased hours will be clearly distinguished on the family's childcare arrangements and, where appropriate, invoices.
10. Meals, Snacks and Consumables
Government funding is intended to provide funded early education and childcare. It does not necessarily cover the cost of meals, snacks and other optional consumables provided by the nursery.
JGB Active Daycare may therefore offer additional services or consumables for a separate charge.
These may include:
· snacks and drinks,
· nappies,
· wipes,
· sun cream,
· tissues, toilet rolls and other personal care consumables; and
· JGB Active Education Program 
Any such charges will be clearly communicated to parents and will be identified separately from funded childcare hours.
Where an additional charge is optional, parents will be informed of the reasonable alternative arrangements available, for example providing appropriate food or consumables from home, subject to the nursery's health, safety, allergy and food hygiene requirements.
Parents will not lose access to their child's funded entitlement solely because they choose not to purchase an optional additional service.
11. Additional Educational Activities
JGB Active Daycare may provide additional activities, programmes or experiences that are separate from the government-funded early education and childcare entitlement.
Where an activity or service carries an additional charge, parents will be informed:
· what the service or activity includes;
· the cost;
· whether participation is optional; and
· what alternative provision is available where appropriate.
Additional services will be presented separately from funded childcare hours and will not be described as part of the government-funded entitlement where a separate charge applies.
12. Registration and Administration Charges
Any registration or administration charges operated by JGB Active Daycare will be clearly explained to parents before they accept a place.
The nursery will ensure that its arrangements for funded-only places comply with the current requirements of West Northamptonshire Council and the Department for Education.
13. Attendance
Parents are expected to ensure that children attend their booked funded sessions regularly.
Regular attendance supports children's learning, development, wellbeing and continuity of care.
The nursery maintains accurate attendance records and may monitor persistent absence from funded sessions.
Where a child's attendance becomes irregular or there is a prolonged period of absence, the nursery will discuss this with the parent/carer and follow West Northamptonshire Council's current funding requirements. This may result in funded hours being lost entirely.
The nursery will not knowingly claim funding for hours where doing so would be contrary to WNC funding rules.
14. Changes to Booked Funded Hours
Funded places are offered according to:
· the child's eligibility;
· available nursery places;
· staffing and statutory ratios;
· the nursery's admissions arrangements;
· the nursery's funding delivery model; and
· West Northamptonshire Council funding requirements.
Requests to change funded sessions will be considered subject to availability.
Once funding has been submitted to West Northamptonshire Council, changes may be subject to WNC's funding and adjustment procedures.
15. Starting or Leaving During a Funding Block
Where a child starts or leaves JGB Active Daycare during a funding block, the nursery will claim funding in accordance with West Northamptonshire Council's rules.
Parents must provide the notice required under the nursery's Terms and Conditions.
Where a child transfers to another provider, JGB Active Daycare will cooperate with the parent and West Northamptonshire Council to ensure that funding is correctly allocated.
16. Early Years Pupil Premium
Some funded children may also qualify for Early Years Pupil Premium (EYPP).
Where appropriate, JGB Active Daycare will support parents in determining eligibility and will submit the necessary information, with parental consent, to West Northamptonshire Council.
Any EYPP received will be used to improve the child's educational experiences, development and outcomes.
17. Disability Access Fund and SEND Funding
Eligible children with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities may qualify for additional support including the Disability Access Fund (DAF) or other SEND funding available through West Northamptonshire Council.
JGB Active Daycare will work with families to identify potential eligibility and obtain the necessary evidence.
Additional funding received for eligible children will be used appropriately to support access, inclusion, reasonable adjustments and positive outcomes.
18. Equality and Inclusion
JGB Active Daycare is committed to ensuring that children accessing funded places are treated fairly and inclusively.
Children will not receive a lower standard of early education because they access government-funded childcare.
We will have regard to our responsibilities under the Equality Act 2010, the SEND Code of Practice and the Early Years Foundation Stage when supporting children accessing funded provision.
19. Funding Claims and Records
JGB Active Daycare will maintain accurate records relating to funded childcare, including:
· Parent/Carer Declarations;
· eligibility information;
· funded hours claimed;
· attendance records;
· funding codes where applicable;
· dates of birth and eligibility evidence where required; and
· information relating to additional funding such as EYPP and DAF.
Information will be handled in accordance with UK GDPR, data protection legislation and the nursery's Privacy and Data Protection policies.
20. Funding Audits
JGB Active Daycare understands that early education and childcare funding may be subject to scrutiny and audit by West Northamptonshire Council.
The nursery will cooperate fully with reasonable requests for records and evidence relating to funding claims.
Where an incorrect claim is identified, JGB Active Daycare will work with West Northamptonshire Council to correct the claim and take appropriate action to prevent recurrence.
21. Transparency of Charges
Before parents accept a funded place, JGB Active Daycare will provide clear information about:
· the funded hours available;
· the pattern in which those hours are offered;
· any stretched funding arrangements;
· charges for additional childcare hours;
· charges for meals and snacks;
· charges for consumables;
· charges for optional additional activities or services; and
· the arrangements available where parents choose not to purchase optional extras.
Parents will be given the opportunity to ask questions before entering into an agreement with the nursery.
22. Complaints and Funding Queries
Parents who have questions about their child's funded entitlement should initially speak to the Nursery Manager.
Where a parent believes their funded entitlement has not been administered correctly, the nursery will investigate the concern in accordance with its Complaints Policy.
Parents may also contact West Northamptonshire Council's Early Years Funding Team where appropriate.
23. Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed annually or sooner where there are changes to:
· government childcare funding legislation or guidance;
· Department for Education statutory guidance;
· West Northamptonshire Council funding requirements;
· the Early Years Foundation Stage; or
· JGB Active Daycare's funding arrangements.
JGB Active Daycare reserves the right to amend its delivery model, private fees and charges for additional services. Parents will be given appropriate notice of changes.

Signed: ______________________________
Name: Lara Bannigan
Position: Director/Manager
Date: ______________________________
Next Review Date: ______________________________
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